
We were all very saddened to hear of the 
passing of Joan Skelton on Dec 8, 2021. This 
issue of SGN is dedicated to Joan. Our sincere 
condolences have been sent to the family. BAS 
has made a donation to the Heart and Stroke 
Fund in Joan’s memory. Their website is https://
www.heartandstroke.ca/how-you-can-help/
ways-to-give if you wish to contribute as well.
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This special edition of 
StarGazerNews is a tribute to Joan 
Skelton, who passed away suddenly 

Dec 8, 2021.  

Joan Elaine (Prudom) Skelton 

Peacefully, at Grey Bruce Health Services, Owen 
Sound on Wednesday, December 8, 2021 in her 

80th year. 

Joan, beloved wife of David. 
Loving mom of Bruce and his wife Cathy, 

Wayne and his wife Aki, and John and his wife 
Marina. 

Proud Grandmother of Christopher, Dorian, and 
Emerson “EJ”. Dear sister of Marie Hall and her 
husband Gavin, and Jim Prudom and his wife 

Rhonda. Predeceased by her parents Milton and 
Kathleen Prudom and infant sister Carol Prudom.

A memorial service was held on 
Tuesday, December 21, 2021

The red light image above is Joan, Dave and Anton V. 
having a look through an 8-inch SCT. Joan was a 
capable observer and although she enjoyed views 
through larger aperture telescopes, her favourite was 
a Televue Pronto (see image page 2), a quality 70 
mm refractor whose 5° FoV gave spectacular views 
of clusters, nebulas, planets and the Sun and Moon. 
The Pronto would have been a favourite for solar 
eclipses.
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From Lorraine Rodgers:
Joan Skelton was very involved in the activities of 
BAS when I started attending events and meetings. 
She was one of the people who helped shape my 
understanding and love of astronomy. Her 
understanding and enthusiasm were offered 
generously. My most recent memory was when we 
all camped in Nebraska to watch the 2017 solar 
eclipse. It was the 1st total solar eclipse for many of 
us. Joan shared tips for making the most of this 
brief and memorable experience. We also enjoyed 
hearing stories of previous eclipse tours that Dave 
& Joan were part of. 
Thank you so much Dave, for being willing to share 
Joan's time and life with us.
Lorraine

From Angelia Burkinshaw:
Joan(and Dave) were always helpful and 
knowledgeable on astronomy. Ross and I spent   a 
week-end at Andromeda Meadow [their observatory 
site near Skinner’s Bluff -ed]. Joan shared her 
gardening produce with us and we had a few happy 
talks in their home. Joan had a sweet word and 
laugh for everyone.

May Joan rest in peace and Dave, know I am 
thinking of you and your family. 

From Deb Diebel:
We at the Bluewater Outdoor Education Centre and Bluewater 
Education Foundation remember Joan as a steady-keel, calm but 
passionate and kind supporter of all things astronomy and child related.  

She herself had a child-like curiosity and quiet sense of humour.   She 
worked tirelessly on 
behalf of BEF and 
BAS to fundraise for 
t h e E . S . F o x 
Observatory, and for 
that we are forever 
grateful.   Her ideas, 
s t e a d y r e c o r d 
keeping and memory 
f o r d e t a i l s , a n d 
d i p l o m a c y w e r e 
always appreciated.  
She is missed. 
 

From Doug & Paula Cunningham: 
Joan and Dave Skelton have been wonderful friends 
of ours for decades. Paula and I travelled to many 
places with them, -solar eclipse expeditions to 
Turkey, Australia, China and a transit of Venus trip to 
Egypt.

On these trips Joan’s wonderful enthusiasm and 
infectious sense of humour would entertain all of us. 
Many times she and Paula would sit at the back of 
the tour bus, and at times, you could hear their 
engaging laughter as they discussed the trip events,-
they sensed the humour in this journey called “LIFE”. 
Their shared sense of humour was really symbiotic, 
like two sisters interacting together on a class field 
trip. No wonder they had the back of the bus to 
themselves. Her son, Bruce, said that his mom liked 
to laugh, and likened her laughter at the back of the 
bus to that of a giggling school girl. If more people 
laughed like that, the world would be a better place. 

Many years ago a large contingent of BCAS 
members which included Joan and Dave, Paula and 
me travelled to China to see a solar eclipse and 
experience the many wonders of that country. 
Towards the end of our trip in Shanghai, we visited a 
Buddhist Temple. As I wandered around I became 
aware of Joan Skelton, off by herself, practising her 
Tai-Chi in the outdoor gardens of the Buddhist 
Temple. What a delightful spiritual communion she 
displayed, oblivious to everyone who was walking by. 

Joan Skelton was a gem of a person and we loved 
her vibrant personality and zest for life. Joan will be 
greatly missed, not only by her family, but also by her 
many astronomy and music friends.  

From Sue MacLachlan and Doug Turner: 
We first met Joan at the Bluewater Outdoor Education Centre, a few 
years before the Fox observatory was built.  Doug and I were staying 
at the cottage for a few weeks and we noticed a sign on the side of 
the road advertising an “Astronomy Lecture” that evening.  Both of us 
had some interest in the subject so we decided to give it a go.

When we arrived, a kind lady at the door greeted us, made us feel 
welcome and promptly told us there would be cookies and drinks 
available at the break.   With obviously pleasant anticipation, Joan 
also told us that we would be looking up at the stars using some 
telescopes after the lecture.   That night, Doug and I were the last 
attendees to leave and Joan asked if I could continue looking at the 
stars all night.  I enthusiastically replied “Yes!” Joan grinned and said, 
“I knew it, you’re hooked.”   She was right.   We went back for more 
lectures, and more importantly, stargazing for the next two weeks.  
Each time we were warmly greeted by Joan who seemed genuinely 
pleased to have us there.   She helped us feel welcome and 
encouraged us to get involved.
 
Fast forward to today, Doug and I are both members of the Bluewater 
Astronomical Society as well as an astronomy group in Hamilton.  
Joan and Dave joined us city folk recently over Zoom.   Over the 
intervening years, Joan and I kept in touch and shared our passion 
for astronomy.   We continued getting to know each other better - at 
least well enough for us to stand out in a field in the rain for over an 
hour this October, just talking about our shared passion.   It is safe to 
say that if it were not for our encounters with the warm, friendly, 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable friend named Joan Skelton, our 
enjoyment and pleasure from our hobby would not be anything like it 
is today.  Thank you Joan, very much.

Above: Joan helps a young viewer get a look at sunspots during 
an Astronomy Day viewing event in Owen Sound.
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Left: Joan and Dave rarely missed attending Starfest 
as part of the BCAS/BAS contingent.

Right: Joan did the majority of the organizing of 
Astronomy Kids Camp and set up trips to 
Keppelhenge, Quetican and other local areas of 
interest. Image here shows Paula and Doug C. 
(left) greeting the kids at the Cunningham 
observatory in Lion’s Head. The students were 
treated to a tour of the telescopes and then a 

few treats on the rooftop 
porch of the Cunningham’s 
two-story facility.  
One of the most popular 
wrap-ups to Astronomy 
Camp involved an Alien 
Dress-up Day where kids 
came dressed up as their 
favourite aliens. On one 
occasion, Joan came as 
the planet Mars complete 
wi th volcanoes and a 
broad-rimmed hat trimmed 
with Martian moons.  

Above: Joan explains how to paint the surface features of 
planets to kids at Astronomy Camp. By the end of this activity, 
each had a subset of planets including Saturn with shiny rings 
made from a used CD.
Left: There was always lots of laughter at Astronomy Kids Camp 
and we often finished off the week with a rocket launch and a 
cookout. Here Dave helps out with the kitchen chores as Joan 
grabs a bite.  

Below: I had the pleasure of working with Joan during 
Astronomy for Kids summer day camps at the Fox 
Observatory for several years. My fondest memories of Joan 
were during those times. 

I was especially impressed by her immense storehouse of 
ideas, -she made the program so appealing to the young 
students -she had a unique talent for relating to the kids and 
passing on her own fascination with astronomy to all around 
her. We’ll all miss you, Joan.
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Right: A solar eclipse trip to China in 
August 2008 included a large contingent of 
BCAS members who posed here for a 
group shot at the Christmas club meeting. 
Kneeling from L-R is Murray M., Joan S., 
Donna G., and standing L-R is Doug and 
Paula C., Cory M., Anton V., Riejanne V., 
Dan O., Dave S., and Charlie S. 

Prior to all her trips, Joan tried to learn as 
much of the local language as she could 
and she learned the foreign equivalents of 
many common English words. I recall 
visiting her and Dave one day and having 
her try out several of these on me. She 
even went to the effort of making out cue-
cards and practicing at home before 
departure. This was pretty typical of Joan 
and one reason why she was so well-
versed in everything from astronomy to 
zen. (literally A to Z). 

Above: Astronomy activities involving 
kids was Joan’s forte and she brought a 
lot of engaging craftiness to her love for 
elementary astronomy tailored for keen 
young minds. Here she discusses how 
to use a planisphere with a participant 
at one of the Dark Sky Weekends at 
Bruce Peninsula National Park. She and 
Cheryl D. were a formidable team both 
in the classroom doing daytime 
activities as well as under the dark skies 
at night. 

Below: During the International Year of 
Astronomy Joan Skelton organized many events 
as chair of Public Outreach for BCAS (as BAS 
was called at the time). One of these was a visit 
by four famous astronomers to the Grey Roots 
Museum during Astronomy Week in May, 2009. 
Joan, at right, is Caroline Herschel, unsung 
sister of William Herschel. Caroline, in her own 
right, was a keen astronomer and discovered 
several nebulas as well as 8 comets in her 
observing career.  Lower left is Cheryl D.’s alter 
ego, Helen Hogg, she of globular cluster 
studies, upper left is John H.’s version of 
Galileo, and centre rear is Dan O. as Tycho 
Brahe, of metal nose fame.


